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CASRN 


KERSEY-CLOTHIERS Inhabiting with 
in the Pariſhes of Hallitax, Bradtord, Bingley, 
Kighley, and other adjacent 1 owns and Pariſhes with- 
in the Welt-Riding of the County of Y ork, againſt 
the Aulnagers : Humbly offered to the 1!onourabie 
Houſe of COMMONS # Paxriiament 
Aſſembled. 


demanded and exated of the Clothiers for Subſidie 
and Aulnage of Clothes commonly cailed Kerleys, 
two pence, and two pence halt-penny -and more, for Joie 
Seals for ſome of the laid Kerleys, when by Law they ought 
not to have had nor taken more tor any Kerley than a peny, 


1 F, Aulnagers have for about Fourteen years laſt paſt 


nor was there eyer any more paid betore that time for any 


| Kerſey whatſoever, but only a penny. * 


The truth: of this will appear to this Honourable Houſe 
by the Teſtimony of ſeveral Perſons, as well Kerley-makers, 
Merchants and Factors, as by perſons that have formerly been 


, | Collectors of the Subſidy and Aulnage. 


As to the matter of Law the Cale ftands thus: 


By the Common Law no Subſidy nor Aulnage was due, 
but the Statute of 27th Ed. 3. cap. 4: giveth Subſidy with re- 
Ipe& of Value, and Aulnage with reſpect of length and breadth : 
And by the Statute 17 R. 2. c. 2. Subſidy is granted for Ker- 
'{eys after the rate which is to be ſo underſtood with reſpect 
of Value, and a Penny upon. a Kerley is an{werable ro tour 
by | Pence 


[_2 ] 

pence half-penny upon a Broad-Cloth aicer the rate of Value, 
It appears by the ſaid AR of 27 Ed. J 'Fhar Subſidy Was 
granted with reſpe& of Value, for there a Scarlet Cloth is to 

ay Six pence, a half Grain five pence, and a White Cloth 
318 pence: Bur Kerleys did not pay any Sublidies or Avulnage 
untill the aforeſaid Statute of 17 R. 2. And by that Statute 
every man might make Kerleys. of any length he pleaſed, 
paying Subſidy and Aulnage after the Rate 'and Value which 
formerly was paid for other Clothes, and. ever hnce that tirns 
the Statutes have been expounded, "That a Penny is a tull Va- 
lue and Proportion of a Kerley, and no more has beca paid 
till of late : Nor are the Kerleys now made better in Value 
than what they formerly were when a Penny was only paid 
for them, and no more demanded for them. 


And upon theſe and other weighty Reaions and Conſide- 
rations was it, That a Decree in his Majzlities Court of Ex- 
chequer, in the twelfth year of the Reign of King James the 
Firſt, was made, which Decree is in theſe very words, (Viz. ) 
It is therefore this preſent day fully and finally Ordered and Decreed, 
by the Right Honourable "Thomas Farl of Suffolk, Lord High 
Treaſurer of England, Sir Fulk Grevill Knit, Chancellour and 
Under-Treaſurer of this Court, Sir Lawrence Tanfield Knight, 
Lord Chief Baron, and the reſt of the Barons of this Court, That 
the ſaid Clothiers inhabiting within the Pariſhes of Hallifax, Brad- 
ford, Bingley and Kighley, and other places thereto or neer ads 
 Joyning m the County of York, ſhall from hena forth only pay the 
Summ or (Rate of one Penny for the Subſidy and Aulnage of every 
Kerſey, and no more, as they have heretofore of long and ancient time 
uſed and accuſtomed to pay: And that the aforejaid Clothiers duely 
paymg or tendring the ſaid Penny upon every Kerſey, as aforeſaid, to 
the Collefior or Colleftors of the ſaid Subſidy ad Aulnage, or to their 
lawful Deputy or Deputies appomted for the Colleting of the ſame, 
ſhall be no further moleſted, troubled or vexed, by Seizure, Informa- 
tion or otherwiſe, for any new or further payments touching the fame, 
nor ſhall be at any time charged to pay any more than onely one penny 
for the Subſidy and Aulnage of every Kerſey. Notwithſtanding 


which ſaid Decree and the Laws, Statutes and Cuſtoms _ 
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ſaid, the Aulnagers have of late Years exacted of the poor Cloath 
Kerley-Makers, two pence, and two pence halt-penny for eve- 
ry Kerſey Cloath ; and being not able to contend wich the 
Aulnagers, have fometimes ſubmitted ro pay their Exactions 
tho the ſame was contrary to Law, rather than be at the 
charge of a Suir. 

And it 1s futher humbly offered to this Honourable Houle, 
Whether not only the Office of Aulnage, and the duty of the ſub- 
fidy ( both which are very burthenſom ro the poor Clothiers, Po” 
and to their great dilcouragement) ought to be taken away oy CY 
for thele or the like Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe the Sublidy was granted upon Cloath,for that the 
Wooll for the moſt part was Converted into Cloath within this 
Kingdom : And in former Times Wool might be Tranſported, 
and then when ir was lawtul to Traniport Wool, the King had 
forty Shillings for every Sack of Wooll ſo Tranſported. Bur 
now it is made Felony to carry Wool out of this Realm, and 
the Cloath made in England may be Tranſported, and great 
Quantities are: Tranſported, and thereby great Revenues does 
ariive to his Majeſty for the Cuſtoms thereof ; and as for the 
Office of the Aulnager, the Ule of that 1s totally taken away, 
as appears by the Stat. of 29 El. Cap. 10. 4 Ja. 1. (ap. 2d. where 
the truſt in which ſaid Statute, the Truſt of Meaſuring, Seal- 
ing, and Searching of Cloath, is transferred to certain Over- 
leers in every Pariſh, {worn and bound by Recognizance to 
periorm their Ofhce truly, who muſt ſeal the ſaid Cloaths with 
a Seal of Lead, containing the length and weight, with the Word 
| Searched ] printed upon the Seal, and the Cloath-Maker is 
thereby to afhx his Seal of content to every piece ; which cloaths 
and Kerſeys ſo ſealed ſhall not be reſearched : So that by 
theſe Statutes the Aulnagers and Collectors of the Subſidy of 
Hulnage, are diſcharged of their Truſt of viewing, ſearching, 
and meaſuring of Cloaths, and ſo conſequently nor uſefull as for- 
merly : And fince the making of the ſaid Statutes, the 4ulnagers 
have forborn to view, ſearch, and ſeal Kerſeys within the aid 
Pariſhes, but have delivered their Seals to the Clothiers, and have 
fold them by Meaſures or Numbers, and ſuffered the Clothiers 
tO afhx thole ſeals to the Cloaths themſelves, never regarding 
what Cloaths they did ſo affix them to, all their End and Deſign 
being only ro get Money for their Seals. 


